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1 . AS I WAS LEAVING A MEETING THIS MORNING WHICH I HAD 
WITH MINISTER OF DEFENSE WEIZMAN, HE ASKED "WHAT THE 
HELL IS ALL THIS ABOUT THESE BUOYS IN THE GULF OF 
SUEZ- WHY DON'T BRUCE (COL. WILLIAMS) AND ILAN (COL. 

TEHILA) GET TOGETHER AND STRAIGHTEN THIS WHOLE MESS 
OUT." TEHILA ADDED, "THERE ARE SEVEN BUOYS ON THE 
EASTERN SIDE OF THE MEDIAN LINE." FORTUNATELY, WEIZMAN 
AND HIS AIDE WERE RUSHING TO A MEETING WITH THE 

PRIME MINISTER SO WE WERE ABLE TO ESCAPE WITHOUT FURTHER 
DISCUSSION OF THE SITUATION IN THE GULF. I HAD NOT IN- 
FORMED THE ISRAELIS OF THE SUGGESTION IN STATE 63387. 

2. THE GOI IS CURRENTLY PREOCCUPIED WITH THE AFTERMATH 
OF THE TERRORIST ATTACK OF MARCH 1 1 AND WITH THE PREPARA- 
TIONS FOR A PROBABLY RETALIATORY STRIKE. WITHIN A 
MATTER OF DAYS, HOWEVER, I EXPECT THEIR THOUGHTS TO 
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TURN AGAIN TO THE SUEZ MATTER AND TO RAISE IT WITH 
US. I DO NOT INTEND TO INITIATE ANY DISCUSSIONS ON 
THE MATTER IN THE MEANWHILE. BASED ON THE SITUATION 
AS I UNDERSTAND IT FROM THE DEPARTMENT AND CAIRO, MY 
RESPONSE TO ANY ISRAELI-INITIATED DISCUSSION WOULD 
BE AS FOLLOWS: 

-THE AMOCO RIG IS NOW CONDUCTING DRILLING 
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OPERATIONS. AMOCO REMAINS CONVINCED THAT IT IS LOCATED 
TO THE WEST OF THE MEDIAN LINE, EVEN AS DEFINED BY THE 
ISRAELI NAVY COMMANDER ON THE SPOT. DRILLING OPERATIONS 
ARE EXPECTED TO CONTINUE FOR SOME TIME. 

-WE ARE PLEASED THAT THE RIG AND ITS WORK BOATS 
HAVE BEEN ABLE TO PROCEED WITH THEIR WORK AND ASSUME 
THAT THE GOI IS SATISFIED THAT AMOCO IS ACTING IN 
GOOD FAITH. 

-WE HAVE NEVERTHELESS RECEIVED A DISTURBING RE- 
PORT THAT CERTAIN HARASSING OPERATIONS WERE CARRIED OUT 
AGAINST THE WORK BOAT CREWS WHEN THEY WERE PUTTING OUT 
ANCHORS. AMOCO STATES THAT THE RIG SHORTENED ITS 
CHAINS AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE TO ACCOMMODATEISRAELI SENSI- 
TIVITIES ABOUT THE LOCATION OF THE ANCHORS AND BUOYS. 

-WE TRUST THAT NO ISRAELI ACTION WILL BE TAKEN 
TO INTERFERE WITH THE RIG OR ITS ANCILARY EQUIPMENT. 

THERE ARE 40 AMERICANS ABOARD THE RIG AND IT WOULD BE 
UNFORTUNATE IF PUBLIC CONTROVERSY OVER HAPPENINGS IN THE GULF 
DISTRACTED THE US AND ISRAEL FROM THE VERY IMPORTANT TASK WE 
HAVE BEFORE US. 

3. PLEASE ADVISE IF YOU CONCUR IN THIS APPROACH 
AND PLEASE KEEP US INFORMED OFTHE SITUATION IN 
THE GULF AS SEEN BY AMOCO. 
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